Sharper tools and simpler methods.
In this issue of The Chipping Forecast, we are witnesses to the adolescence of a class of technologies that are enabling us to monitor globally aspects of gene expression. Chip-based technologies are specific examples of a more general trend toward the implementation of systematic and comprehensive methods in biological research. We need to recognize, however, that these technologies, while seductive, can sometimes be corruptive. In other words, we must guard against committing the mortal sin of genomics by confusing throughput with output, which too often blurs the distinction between data and knowledge. Instead, we must maintain the necessary focus to achieve an ever-more operational understanding of all the molecular components and the interactions that define a cell or an organism.